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PARTNERSHIPS ENABLE 2 MILLION RESIDENTS TO RECYCLE
PAPER CUPS

Denver Joins Chattanooga, Washington, D.C., and Louisville as FPI Community Partner

DENVER, Colo. (December 5, 2018)—Today marks a major milestone for paper cup recycling as approximately
two million U.S. residents can now recycle hot and cold paper beverage cups, thanks to a partnership with the
Foodservice Packaging Institute.

By adding paper cups to its list of acceptable items for recycling, the City of Denver became the fourth FPI
Community Partner — after Washington, DC; Chattanooga, Tenn.; and Louisville, Ky. These four recycling
programs have joined the ranks of leading U.S. programs like New York City, Seattle and San Francisco, where
paper cups are also accepted for recycling.

“We spent five years researching real and perceived barriers to recycling foodservice packaging before
launching our FPI Community Partner program last year,” said Lynn Dyer, president of FPI. “Our approach relies
on strong end markets partnering with recycling processors and communities educating their residents to
ensure these materials are recycled properly.”

Cities are selected by their location in relation to viable end markets and material recovery facilities (known as
MREFs) that have the desire and capacity to recycle foodservice packaging items. The opportunities continue to
grow, with 16 paper mills in the U.S. and Canada accepting poly-coated paper cups as part of commodity bales

such as mixed paper or aseptic cartons.

In Denver, the recycled cups are destined for Sustana’s Fox River Fiber facility. The paper mill produces
approximately 450 tons of de-inked recycled pulp per day and receives about 1.3 million pounds of post-
consumer paper daily from its suppliers.

“There is valuable fiber in this material that can be used for other products,” said Jay Hunsberger, vice president
of sales and marketing at Sustana. “This opportunity allows us to expand feedstock for paper cups.”

Enthusiastic MRFs are critical to the success of the FPI Community Partner program. Denver-based Alpine
Waste & Recycling processes over 30,000 tons of recyclables for the city each year. Alpine sought to grow the
quantity of carton bales it produces by adding other poly-coated feedstock. Paper cups were a logical choice.

“Since its origin 20 years ago, Alpine has promoted a sense of innovation and environmental stewardship in the
industry. Now we have a role in which cups can be recycled and turned into other products, with help from
companies like Sustana,” said Brent Hildebrand, vice president of recycling at Alpine Waste & Recycling.

More than a year after the launch, the original FPI Community Partner cities are evaluating how their programs
have changed. All three cities reported increased recycling overall, decreases in residue, and stronger
relationships with local MRFs and end markets.



New Community Partner Denver views adding paper cups as an opportunity to draw attention to its recycling
program, which already accepts plastic containers and cups. The city has a goal of increasing its recycling rate to
34 percent, the national average, as outlined in Mayor Michael B. Hancock’s 2020 Sustainability Goals.

“Denver is entering this new partnership to give our community the opportunity to save valuable resources
from ending up in the landfill by simply recycling paper cups at home,” said Eulois Cleckley, executive director of
Denver Public Works.

Learn more about FPI Community Partners at RecycleFSP.org.
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Photo Caption: Councilwoman Kendra Black, Lynn Dyer and Natha Dempsey, FPI; Brent Hildebrand, Alpine
Waste & Recycling, Eulois Cleckley and Charlotte Pitt, Denver Public Works; and Mark Bond, Sustana; cut the
ceremonial ribbon between two purple recycling carts to symbolize Denver’s acceptance of paper cups for
recycling.

Photo Caption: Council members and community stakeholders take a tour of Alpine Waste & Recycling in
Denver to learn how paper cups are being sorted .

ABOUT FPI: Founded in 1933, the Foodservice Packaging Institute is the leading authority for the North
American foodservice packaging industry. FPI encourages the responsible use of all foodservice packaging
through promotion of its benefits and members’ products. Serving as the voice of the industry to educate
and influence stakeholders, FPI provides a legal forum to address the challenges and opportunities facing
the foodservice packaging industry. Members include foodservice packaging manufacturers and their raw
material and machinery suppliers, restaurants, grocery and convenience stores, distributors and nearly 50
school districts, colleges and universities. Learn more at www.fpi.org.


https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/office-of-sustainability/2020-sustainability-goals.html

